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people have been White people, their contributions to human cul-
tures have varied enormously between individuals, between groups
of various kinds and in the successive epochs of time, from the days
of ancient Greece and Rome, through the Dark Ages, the Middle
Ages, right up to and including modern times. The Greeks of the
ancient days were in the van of civilization, but the Greeks of to-day
have lagged far, far behind. Northern Europeans, who were but
barbarians in ancient times, are to-day in the van of civilization.
Again, every White man is not a Newton, a Darwin, a Marconi,
a Ford, or an Edison.

Perhaps an examination of the nature of culture and its develop-
ment may be instructive. "The culture of any people/' says Pro-
fessor Dixon, "comprises the sum of all their activities, customs,
and beliefs'* (Dixon, The Building of Culture, p. 3). Every one of
these activities, beliefs and customs must have been the invention
of someone, somewhere, sometime. Invention, says Professor
Dixon, "lies at the very basis of the origins of culture" (ibid., p. 49).
And the "factor of genius is basic to all invention" (ibid., p. 39):
Culture or civilization is thus the result of the inventions of geniuses.

But mere invention does not make a culture. "A discovery or
invention, once made," says Professor Dixon, "is without result
and sterile unless it is adopted. Without its diffusion beyond the
discoverer or inventor the new trait remains a merely personal
eccentricity, interesting or amusing, but not significant" (ibid.,
p. 59). To become a culture trait it must be adopted by a group,
small or large* On the part of the members of the group "a certain
amount of appreciation and imagination, i.e. genius, is needed for
them to see the value of the new trait and adopt it'* (ibid., p. 59).
Thus a new trait has to be first invented; it presupposes genius of the
necessary calibre; then it must be adopted by a group and the group
must have enough genius to appreciate the new invention.

Are any of these features correlated with the White Race in
respect to Western Civilization? "A new discovery or invention,**
says Dr. Dixon, "is, in the vast majority of cases, made by an Indi-
vidual. There are, of course^ instances, particularly in our modern^
highly organized type of invention, in which several individuals